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where the gold was, and that they arranged with you to give one
fifth. I thank you very much for the diligence with which you
informed me, for what you have done in the matter, and for
what you note in your letter about it. I strongly recommend you
to make with the persons who speak about it, or with whosoever
discusses it with you, such an agreement as you please, in
which you must not give them more than one half of what is
found; and besides, should they not be the same persons as
bought and buried it, then you are to do what you think right
and in my interest in this matter; and everything you do I shall
order to be entirely obeyed. To Afonso d'Allboquerque you are
to say on my behalf that I thank him very much for the advice
which he gave you, because it was the deed of a person who
desired to serve me well; and that I recommend him that in the
agreement, which is made, he is to take trouble with those
persons, who speak with him, to make them satisfied with what
is just, since the gold is mine and they cannot take it or have it
by any good title. As soon as you have completed the agreement,
you are to advise master d'Alboquerque about what he is to do,
since you know what is fitting in such a business. Fernam
d'Alvarez made this, in Evora, on 26 September 1536.

The king

Reply to the count of Castanheira.

[On the reverse] By the king.

To dom Antonio d'Atayde, count of Castanheira, chancellor
of the royal exchequer.

60. PAULO NUNES SENT TO SAO THOME ISLAND, THE SAME
TO THE SAME. 22 OCTOBER I5361.
Count and friend___I have seen the news from the island
of Sam Tome, and I will at once command Paullos Nunez to
set sail. I strongly recommend you to order arms to be put in
these ships and everything besides which you think necessary.
And if Pallos Nunez is unable to go in this embarcation, he
shall go in the first which goes after it; and I will command him
1 Ford, pp. 289-90. Extract, translated.